
EQUIPPING LEADERS FROM THE UNDERGROUND-HOUSE CHURCH 
MOVEMENT IN CHINA

Before leaving for southeast Asia I received a phone call  
and the following day I was in Charlotte equipping national  
leaders from the underground home church movement in  
China. Possibly the largest home church network on the  
planet. How awesome is God! Church Leadership  
representing the movement from major cities and regions  
of China were present. They are not shown for security  
reasons. It was an incredible time as I taught and equipped  
these humble servants of Christ through interpreter. At their  
request I taught on the person and work of the Holy Spirit.  
The Holy Spirit was present with amazing grace and power. 
 I was amazed as I listened to the young children tell of  
their visions and dreams from God. Some of these children  
have had incredible personal experiences with God. A  
grandfather of one of the children who is a fifth generation  
believer and church leader was present and through my  
interpreter Esther, shared with me that his generation  
could no longer ignore what was taking place in the lives of  
their children and grandchildren. “I am a fifth generation  

born again Chinese believer but I have never been taught about the person of the  
Holy Spirit.We just don’t talk about that subject.Your teaching has made it so very  
clear, you must come to China to train our leaders”. Wow, I was immediately reminded of  
 the words of the prophet Joel and we read them again in Acts chapter  two. God is pouring  
out his Spirit in the Nations and yes, Chinese sons and daughters are prophesying. We are  
truly living in the day of increasing dreams and visions. I have been invited to hold  
conferences equipping Chinese underground/home church leaders in at least three of  
China’s largest cities next year.There are still many regions governed by Communist Party  
leaders who persecute Christians, the underground church still remains underground,  
although in China, underground churches are no longer referred to as, “underground  
churches” but rather “unregistered churches” or “house churches”. There are areas in  
China governed more favorably where these unregistered house churches are free to  
worship fairly openly with unofficial approval from the local government officials.  
Remember to pray for the church in China.

Equipping 
Master 

Trainers, 
Evangelists 
& Church 
Planters 
in India

Preaching & 
Teaching at 

ETSI Seminary 
in Yogyakarta 

Indonesia

Mentoring 
Church 

Planters & 
Emerging 
Leaders in 
Indonesia

CHARIS
PARTNERS
INTERNATIONAL



UKRIM UNIVERSITY YOGYAKARTA INDONESIA

One of my ministry highlights this year was the incredible 
honor to deliver the 2016 UKRIM University graduation 
commencement address in Yogyakarta Indonesia.  Many 
people may know that Dr. Chris Marantika founded the 
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Indonesia (ETSI) 
which strategically equips, facilitates and advances God’s 
vision of Indonesia 1-1-1, a church planting strategy 
that has already impacted Indonesia and beyond with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The vision and strategy of 
Indonesia 1-1-1 lives on today and continues to advance 

the Gospel and the planting of vibrant New Testament churches.  

What is less known is the fact that Dr. Chris also founded UKRIM University to offer quality university education 
to the poor. The majority of the students come from a Muslim background. Many Muslim college students 
attending UKRIM, experience the love of Christ and encounter Jesus as a result of the personal impact of 
Godly, Christ centered professors. UKRIM University has a strategic impact on Indonesia as it draws students 
from the poorest of families in the remote villages across all the provinces of Indonesia.

As I delivered the graduation address conscious of the fact 
that there were many devout Muslims and even  
high-ranking government officials in attendance, I 
challenged and charged the students and families with the  
topic, “THE WISDOM OF JESUS CHRIST”. I am grateful 
for Dr. Chris Marantika’s faithful obedience to the call 
and vision of God. As Dr. Samuel Handali  interpreted my 
address I was also aware of the fact that  I was standing on 
a platform in a moment of time that had been appointed and 
paid for in advance. We were all recipients of a legacy.

The stewardship of the life of one man yielded and committed to the vision of God, combined with the faithful 
stewardship of many who have partnered with the heart and vision of God continues on today to make an 
eternal impact within Indonesia and the Nations. Where I am standing in the University auditorium located in 
the city of Yogyakarta is but one small blip on the map geographically in this transcontinental country located 
mostly in Southeast Asia. The vision and mission of UKRIM is part of God’s larger vision to reach more than 

260 million people impacting the poorest and reaching 
even the remotest parts of Indonesia. That’s a legacy that 
has lasting fruit. A legacy that continues to bear much fruit! 
What an incredible privilege to stand on that platform and 
address just a small portion of the great INHERITANCE  
in Christ.

UKRIM Commencement address 
“THE WISDOM OF JESUS CHRIST”

THE GOSPEL BREAKS DOWN ALL BARRIERS

THE GOSPEL BREAKS DOWN  
ALL BARRIERS



Thank you Charis partners for your faithfulness in giving and prayer. You are making an eternal difference. You 
are partnering to leave an eternal legacy. You are sowing and investing into the Kingdom and are gaining an 
eternal inheritance that will never decay. Your investment in God’s Kingdom will never crash nor can it  
be stolen. 

The Evangelical Theological Seminary executive board along 
with the leadership teams from their 15 seminaries all over 
Indonesia met in Jakarta in August for three days to celebrate 
the accomplishments of advancing the Kingdom of God and to 
hold their annual board meeting. I was blessed and honored 
with the invitation  and opportunity to minister and challenge 
the ETSI board and the leadership teams within their nation. 

 
INDIA 2016
As I walked mid morning across the Carmel campus which 
is located on the outskirts of the village Kondapur in India 
you could tangibly sense the presence of the Holy Spirit. The 
TENT staff, Master Trainer students and Dr. B. E. & Mary 
Vijayam were all gathering under a shade tree worshiping 
and giving praise to Jehovah Jireh for His provision and to 
dedicate a new well. I also serve as the Chairman of Siirg, 
and had the distinguished honor of dedicating the well on 
behalf of our Siirg partners who by God’s grace had made 
this well a reality. TENT is the acronym for TRAINING IN EVANGELISM NEEDS AND TECHNOLOGY. TENT 
is just one of many equipping ministries serving the Body of Christ that flows out from the Carmel campus. 
These diverse and holistic ministries are strategically targeting the unreached and the unengaged unreached 
people groups of India by equipping and training rural pastors, evangelists and urban professionals. 

The vision that God gave Dr. B.E. Vijayam has resulted in thousands of grassroots workers taking the  
good news of the Gospel to the nations.

”Your ministry will not only bring 
advancement in spiritual growth 

but also will shape a great warrior 
character needed to spread the Good 

News and build home churches  
across Indonesia”  

- Inge Handoko, President ETSI

VISION INDONESIA 1-1-1  
4,250 DECISIONS FOR CHRIST, 1,550 NEW BAPTIZED BELIEVERS &  
NEW CHURCHES PLANTED IN A MUSLIM CONTEXT DURING THE LAST YEAR.



I am blessed because you choose to be a part of CPI.  
Your fingerprints are now there in these strategic unreached nations  
as you have been the wind beneath my wings in sending me to be  
your mouthpiece in fulfilling the Great Commission. 

With a grateful heart…Thank You! 
Tom Elkins, 

The Lord continues to open incredible doors for strategic ministry but It would not be possible without  
your partnership.

INDIA 2016

As we gathered to worship and dedicate the new well on the 
Carmel campus, I was deeply moved with the  awareness that 
this was not “just another well” to meet the pressing  
and practical needs of a people in India. Yes! It would provide 
the practical needs in the natural but it would  
provide far more. This well stands as a prophetic picture 
symbolizing the significance of the Carmel campus 
ministries and the Equipping of men and women who will take 
the life giving water of Eternal Life and the holistic ministry of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the unreached peoples of India 
and the Nations.

Dedicating a well in India

Dear friends and partners in the 
Gospel over 25 years, Dr. B.E. & 
Mary Vijayam  founders of  TENT 

INTERESTED IN PARTNERING WITH US OR GIVING A GIFT?

Visit us online and donate www.charispartners.org
or

Write a check to CPI or Charis Partners International and send it to  
CHARIS PARTNERS INTERNATIONAL, PO BOX 34 BOSTIC NC 28018


